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My dear brother,

It is now nearly twenty-three years since we last saw each other. My marriage was
the occasion of our last meeting and we parted with both of us in happy circumstances.
I would certainly have found it hard to foresee that one day you would be the sole sup-
port of the family whose property at that time gave you so much satisfaction. When
you hold this letter in your hands, I shall no longer be alive. In the position I found my-
self in, I did not want to survive the shame of a bankruptcy. I have stood on the edge
of the abyss till the last moment, retaining hope that I might survive. But now I must
give up. The combined bankruptcies of my stockbroker and my lawyer Roguin deprive
me of my last resources and leave me with nothing. I am in the painful position of ow-
ing nearly four million, without being able to pay more than twenty-five per cent of
that. The value of my stock of wines has tumbled to rock bottom, because of the abun-
dance and quality of your harvests. In three days’ time, Paris will say, “Monsieur Gran-
det was a scoundrel!’ I, an honest man, shall be in a shround of infamy. I rob my son
both of his good name, which I have cherished, and of his mother’s fortune. He, un-
happy boy, whom I idolize, knows nothing of this. We bade each other an affectionate
farewell. Will he not curse me one day? Oh, my dear brother, our children’s curse is a
terrible thing; they can appeal against ours, but theirs is irrevocable. Grandet, you are
my older brother, you owe me your protection; don’t let Charles cast bitter words on
my grave. Dear brother, even if | wrote to you with my blood and tears, this letter would
not contain as much pain as it does, for then I should weep, I should bleed, I should be
dead, I should be suffering no longer. But I am suffering and see death with dry eyes.
So now you are Charles’s father. He has no relatives no his mother’s side, you know
why. Why did I not comply with social prejudices? Why did I yield to love? Why did
I marry the natural daughter of a great nobleman? Charles has now no family. Oh, my
unhappy son! My son! Listen to me, Grandet. I am not imploring you to help me—in

any case, your fortune is perhaps not big enough to stand a loan of three million—but

to help my son. You must know, brother, that as I think of you, my hands are joined in

\m%g{%ﬂe ke | aay




J 1o561.tpf-6 10/25/2006 16:25:20 e

P———

/QWWMH

supplication. I entrust Charles to you with my dying breath. I look at my pistols without
grieving, as I think that you will be a father to him. Charles was very fond of me. I was
so good to him. I never crossed him. He will not curse me. Besides, you will see, he
has a gentle disposition; he takes after his mother. He will never give you any trouble.
Poor boy! He is used to luxury and has no experience of the privations which we both
endured during our early years of poverty. And now he is ruined and alone. Yes, all his
friends will desert him, and it is I who will be the cause of his humiliations. Oh, I should
like to have a strong enough arm to send him with a single blow to his mother in heav-
en. But that is madness. I return to my misfortunes and to Charles’s. I have sent him to
you so that you can tell him of my death and of his future lot, in a suitable manner. Be
a father to him—a kind father. Don’t tear him away suddenly from his life of idleness,
you would kill him. I beg him on my knees to renounce the claims that, as his mother’
s heir, he could make against me. But there’s no need for such a prayer. He is an hon-
ourable man and will certainly feel that he ought not to join my creditors. Make him
renounce in good time his claims to my estate. Explain to him the harsh conditions of
the life I am preparing for him, and if he retains his affection for me, tell him in my
name that all is not lost for him, Yes, work, which has been the salvation of both of us,
may give him back the fortune of which I am depriving him. And, if he will listen to
the voice of his father, who for his sake would like to rise for a moment from the grave,
let him leave France and go to the Indies. Dear brother, Charles is an upright, stout-
hearted young man. If you give him a job lot of goods for trading, he would die rather
than not repay your initial advance. For you will lend him something, Grandet; if you
don’t, you will lay up remorse for yourself. Oh, if my child were to get neither help nor
affection from you, I would ask God throughout all eternity for vengeance on your har-
shness. If I had been able to rescue a few assets, I should certainly have been entitled
to give him something from his mother’s fortune, but the payments I had to make at the
end of the month took all my resources. I wish I did not have to die uncertain of my
child’s fate; I should like to have felt sacred promises in the warmth of your handshake
that would have comforted me. But I have no time. While Charles is on his way, I must
draw up my balance-sheet. I am trying to prove by the good faith with which I conduct
my business affairs that my disasters have not been caused by fault or dishonesty on
my part. Isn’t that to do something for Charles? Farewell, dear brother. May all God’s
blessings be on you in reward for the guardianship which I entrust to you and which

you generously accept. [ have no doubt about that. There will be a voice that will pray
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for you unceasingly in the world to which we must all go one day, and where I shall al-
ready be when you read this letter.
Victor-Ange-Guillaume GRANDET.
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apart from the fact that but, except B2
as consequence of because of p=1
as yet yet SN
at the time of writing now/at present BT
at this moment/point in time now/at present iz e
avail ourselves of the privilege accept B
be of the opinion that think, believe HE
because of the fact that because p=3
be to differ disagree REE
by means of by 223
by virtue of the fact that because p=3
consequent upon because p=3
consonant with agreeing —E
could hardly be less propitious is bad/unfortunate Ry » =
due to the fact that because p=3
during such time as while =)
during the course of during 1£ It HA A
except for the fact that except/but By
few in number few e NIoH
for the reason that because =3
give up on (it) give up WE
g0 in to bat for defend Bh &7
in accordance with under 7
in addition to which besides Bgoeee- 2Z 56
in a majority of cases usually R
in all probability probably A8
in anticipation of expecting A1
inasmuch as since It
in association with with i
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